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DEFENDERS AND CRITICS 
A rash of stories have 
appeared lately to the effect 
that President Kennedy, in 
the face of mounting public 
criticism, is changing his 
stance somewhat on foreign 
and domestic issues. His more 
moderate defenders say that 
up to now, on foreign policy, 
he has been under the domina- 
tion of the let’ s-be-nice-to- 
communists clique among the 
New Frontiersmen, but that he 
is beginning to realize that 
it is impossible to be nice 
to Reds. On domestic issues, 
his defenders—noting the grow- 


ing conservative mood among 
the people-see him becoming 
less beguiled by the socialist 
schemes of the New Frontier. 
However, the President’s 
critics take all this with a 
big grain of salt. This would 
be understandable were the 
criticism coming merely from 
political partisans. But many 
of the President’s critics 
ignore party lines. In fact, 
some of his severest critics 
are members of his own party. 
And they have come to look 
carefully behind the Presi - 
dent’s words - with which 








everyone admits he is very 
handy - for the action, or 
lack of action, that indicates 
where he really stands. For 
example, on domestic issues 
they hardly see a trend toward 
conservative American policy 
in mounting government defi- 
cits, or in the fact that Mr. 
Kennedy’s cabinet members wil] 
stump the country to plug for 
programs like socialized med- 
icine for the aged and federal 
handouts for education which 
the Democratic-control led 
Congress refused to swallow. 
On foreign-policy issues, 
the critics note the vacil- 
lating policies on Southeast 
Asia and Berlin, numerous 
‘deals’ in the United Nations, 
the carrying forward of hand- 
outs begun by previous admin- 
istrations to Red and pro-Red 
nations including the sale of 
jets to Communist Tito and 
the training of Red Yugoslav- 


NEW FACTS ON A MYSTERY 


If the fiction writers who 
turn out ‘who-dun-its’ aren’t 
careful, they are going to be 
outstripped by two valuable 
investigating committees in 
Washington —- the Senate In- 
ternal Security Committee and 
the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee. What’s more, 
these conmittees are dealing 


ian pilots in this country. 
They point to the United 
States begging Soviet Russia 
to let us tell our side of 
the Berlin issue inside Hus- 
Sia — a request to which the 
Kremlin answered with a blunt 
‘No,’ while America is flood- 
ed with Russian propaganda on 
the same issue. These critics 
are gravely concerned about 
the muzzlingof anti-communist 
officers and the watering- down 
of information to our troops 
about a potential enemy. 

The President’s defenders 
say he has been feeling his 
way, that these first months 
of his administration have 
been a sort of training peri- 
od. The critics reply that 
the presidency is no place 
for a freshman course in na- 
tional policy and that they 
only hope, for all our sakes, 
that the President learns 
quickly and soundly. 


with facts, not fiction. We 
know it is hard to believe 
that a congressional hearing 
and report can be as exciting 
as a mystery story, but the 
Senate Internal Security Com- 
mittee has come up with one 
that is. If that’s all there 
were to it, perhaps it would 
not be worth special notice. 
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But in this case, besides 
telling an exciting and har- 
rowing story, it also throws 
a blinding light on operations 
inside the United Nations and 
on the entrenched bureaucracy 
in the American State Depart- 
ment — both of which concern 
the safety and security of 
every American. 

We refer, of course, to the 
Internal Security Committee’s 
recently released report on 
the famous Bang-Jensen case. 
Pov! Bang-Jensen was a Danish 
diplomat assigned to the Unit- 
ed Nations in New York. There 
were many facets to this bril- 
liant man’s character, but 
the one that got him in trouble 
was an understanding of the 
communist conspiracy and a 
deep and unalterable opposi- 


tion to its conspirators. 

There were three phases to 
the Bang-Jensen mystery. 
We’1l take the last one first. 
On Thanksgiving Day two years 
ago, Bang-Jensen’s body was 
found lying on the bridle 
path of a wooded public park 
in Queens County - a suburban 
area of New York City. There 
was a bullet in his head, a 
suicide note in his wallet 
and a gun in his hand. A de- 
voted husband and father, he 
had disappeared from his home 
in Great Neck, L.I., just 
across the New York City line, 
48 hours earlier. The New 
York police called his death 
a suicide. But there were a 
number of mysterious circum- 
stances surrounding his death. 
As the Internal Security Com- 
mittee now points out, planned 
so-called ‘suicides’ - that 
is, murders made to appear as 
suicides - are nothing new in 
communist technique. The com- 
mittee turns up some startling 
facts which lead it to ques- 
tion the finding of the New 
York police that Bang-Jensen 
committed suicide. Its report 
says: ‘There are too many 
solid arguments against sui- 
cide, too many unanswered 
questions, too many serious 
reasons for suspecting Soviet 
motivation and the possibili- 
ty of Soviet implication.’ In 








other words, there is astrong 
possibility that Bang-Jensen 
was murdered by the Reds and 
the murder made to look 
like suicide. 

The first phase of the Bang- 
Jensen case began when he was 
assigned to a United Nations 
committee charged with inves- 
tigating the circumstances of 
Khrushchev’s bloody suppres- 
sion of the Hungarian freedom 
revolt. He refused to reveal 
to higher-ups in the UN Secre- 
tariat the names of 81 Hun- 


SORRY EXAMPLE 

The third andmost important 
phase of the Bang-Jensen case 
for Americans has to do with 
the entrenched State Depart- 
ment bureaucracy. And it is 
this third phase which finally 
may have led to his untimely 
death. Bang-Jensen, known in 
the United Nations as an ada- 
mant anti-communist, evident- 
ly was approached by a Soviet 
official in the UN who wanted 
to defect to the United States 
and who had evidence of in- 
filtration by Red agents into 
the UN Secretariat and into 
American intelligence serv- 
ices. It was absolutely 
essential, of course, that 
this information be conveyed 
to the highest American auth- 
orities quickly and in utmost 


garians whom he interviewed 
in the course of his investi- 
gation. Bang-Jensen knew that 
to reveal their names to that 
hotbed of Red agents meant 
death and concentration camps 
for their relatives and 
friends in Hungary. Finally, 
despite persistent pressures 
on him, he succeeded in hav- 
ing the list of names burned. 
But six months later, Bang- 
Jensen was fired from his post 
in the UN, to be replaced by 
a Soviet representative. 


secrecy, before the Kremlin 
got wind of it. But what hap- 
pened? For seven solid months 
Bang-Jensen tried unsuccess- 
fully to tell his story to 
Allen Dulles, head of our 
Central Intelligence Agency. 
The Internal Security Commit- 
tee says that both the CIA 
and the FBI took the position 
that because this matter in- 
volved the United Nations, 
they could not act without 
authorization from the State 
Department. But all that was 
necessary, as the committee 
points out, was a simple word 
from the State Department to 
the head of the CIA that he 
listen to Bang-Jensen’s story. 
The word never came and noth- 
ing was done. The committee 


brands this, from the stand- 
point of national security, a 
sorry example ‘of procras- 
tination and indecision.’ And 
in the light of past experi- 
ence, it says it is ‘folly to 
deal lightly with. ..informa- 
tion relating to Soviet 
infiltration of American in- 
telligence or the American 
government or the United Na- 
tions;’ thatitis always wise 
to assume, since the Kremlin 
is engaged in the ‘most mas- 
sive infiltration operation 
in history’ that it ‘always 


has at least a sprinkling of 
infiltrees in various agen- 
cies of the American govern- 
ment and the United Nations.’ 
We have been able to give 
you only a bare outline of 
the shocking contents of this 
report by the Senate Internal 
Security Committee on the 
Bang-Jensen case. We suggest 
that it be read in full by 
every American interested in 
the security of this nation. 
(Available from AF or direct- 
ly from U.S. Gov’t Printing 
Office, Wash., D.C., at $.35) 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual network broadcast 10/22/61 


Book Rev 
THESE GNITED STATES 
REPUBLIC U.S.A. by Cromwell 
Gibbons, 228 pages, Country 
Press, New Haven,Conn. , $5. 50. 

It is indeed refreshing to 
come upon a book that boldly 
and bravely calls these United 
States what they are - a 
republic - and then goes on 
to demonstrate without parti - 
sanship, in text and pictures, 
why this is so. 

Actually, what Cromwell 


Gibbons (chemist, geologist, 
movie director, newspaper 
reporter, writer, editor and 


publisher) has produced is a 
miniature encyclopedia of the 
American states, the federal 
union, and the men, symbols, 
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documents and principles 
which guide our free republic. 
His book is magnificently 
illustrated in color — the 
drawings, photographs and 
pictures alone are worth the 
price of the book. It is a 
volume for youngsters and 
grown-ups alike —- informa- 
tive, simple to read, and a 
handy reference work. 

There is a section devoted 
to the American flag, others 
to certain great events in 
our history such as the 
Gettysburg Address, the Star 
Spangled Banner and its 
birth, the Liberty Bell; the 


complete texts and important 








comments regarding the Dec lar- 
ation of Independence and the 
Constitution of the United 
States. In addition to all 
this and many other items, 
there is a brief sketch of 
each of the states - its 
history, products and physi- 
cal features, headed by color 
plates of state flags and 
flowers. 

There are also photogra hs 
and condensed biographies of 
each of the Presidents of the 
United States through Dwight 
D. Eisenhower. It is here 
that an otherwise beautifully 
executed and valuable book is 
marred by a major defect. 
These biographies are, of 
course, necessarily brief and 
in most cases Mr. Gibbons has 
succeeded in encompassing a 
factual, yet dramatic thumb- 
nail sketch of each of our 
presidents in his allotted 
space — in nearly every case 
that is, except that of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. His 
complete glorification of FUR 
- with no qualifying facts or 
phrases - is especially no- 
ticeable because he is so 
much more objective with re- 
gard to other modern presi- 
dents. He mentions, for 
example, that Harry Truman’s 
clothing shop failed, but not 
a word about FDR’s equally 
disastrous business ventures. 


He notes the scandals of the 
Harding administration, but 
not the Red infiltration of 
FDR’s. He correctly states 
that Dwight Eisenhower, a Re- 
publican, ‘did little to 
abandon the social policies 
of the New Deal-Fair Deal.’ 
But those same policies, when 
inaugurated by FDR, are des- 
cribed as ‘the most daring 
Presidential leadership in 
American history’ with no 
mention of the debilitating 
effect they had on the Repub- 
lic to which Mr. Gibbons’ 
book is dedicated. He notes 
that Truman’s removal of Gen- 
eral MacArthur provoked 
‘bitter nation-wide criti- 
cism’ but in FUR’s biography, 
our entry into the war is 
described as: ‘Japan launched 
a surprise attack on Pear] 
Harbor,’ and FDR’s surrenders 
to Soviet Russia in the inter- 
national meetings are dismiss- 
ed as ‘aseries of conferences 
with Winston Churchill and 
Josef Stalin (which) laid 
down the basis for the post- 
war world.’ 

Perhaps Mr. Gibbons did not 
do his homework as well as he 
should on the FDR biography. 
Did he read, for example, 
Flynn’s The Roosevelt Myth or 
Theobald’s Final Secret of 
Pearl Harbor or Chamberlin’s 
America’s Second Crusade, to 
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7 
name only a few factual brought a bit closer to the 
sources on FUR? It is to be truth, in a book which other- 
hoped that in later editions wise is an admirable addition 
(we have seen only the first) to anyone’s bookshelf. 


the FDR biography will be - Rosalie Gordon 


ON THE RECORD 
“Whoever votes for Peking’s admission to the UN, on the 
record votes for war rather than peace, for international 
blackmail on a frightening scale, for a world policy of pro- 
moting narcotics addiction, for the undermining of freedom 
of all Asia, Latin America and Africa.” 
- Rep. Francis E. Walter 


SUNSTROKE? 

“Supreme Court Justice William 0. Douglas says we ought to 
hurry up and recognize Outer Mongolia because: 

“The ‘intellectuals’ there are ‘starved for contact with 
the West.’ 

“*Tt’s avery beautiful country and very rich.’ Ulan Bator, 
the capital, ‘is a shining city. Stucco and yellow marble 
government buildings...There is a magnificent Russian En- 
bassy, Chinese, Hungarian - I hope we see an American one 
there soon.’ 

“Justice Douglas was just back (in Moscow) from a camping 
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8 
trip in that Communist wasteland on the edge of the Gobi 
desert where, he admits, the temperatures were running 
around 103 degrees. 
“Sunstroke is a terrible thing, but everyone has read 
stories of what wonderful mirages it produces. We wish Jus- 


tice Douglas a speedy recovery.” — N.Y. WORLD-TELEGRAM & SUN 
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